






































The Sasakipao Sneak

Miss Dianne Callahan

t was one of the coldest spells in “Ontario’s

Northland” in February 1967 when the RCD
arrived in Moosonee by Polar Bear Express
and it was the beginning of an eventful,
hilarious few days for three school teachers,
teaching at 15 Radar Squadron Sasakipao.

It all started at Beer Call. Five RCD
Officers, led by Capt Jim Gervais, paid an
unexpected visit to the Officers’ Mess. It
seems as if they needed a well earned break
from living in the bush. Of course, we made
them welcome. We soon learned a little of the
life of a Dragoon on winter manoeuvres and,
as a result, volunteered the use of our bathtub,
hot water, towels and Desert Flower soap.
(That’s all we had on hand, much to their
horror!) After their general clean-up, two
dozen eggs, three pounds of bacon, and at least
two loaves of bread, we escorted them to a
house party just to show them true isolation
hospitality.

The next day the troops left on foot for
points farther north to continue their exercise
and left behind Capt Gervais and two Sgts. The
remaining three invited us to their camp for
dinner and a friendly game of bridge. So,
armed with a pineapple cheese cake and
bundled up in our kulutuks and mukluks, we
headed for our dinner date located in a tent a
few miles behind the Moosonee Indian
Village. We were served Irish Stew, instead of
Vienna Sausage, with all the trimmings
(packaged instant potatoes and good coffee).
We were then escorted on a grand tour: a trip
through the bush (wearing snow shoes (ugh)),
a tour of their local bathing area (a hole in the
side of the hill which one had to enter,

crawling on one’s stomach through a tunnel
into an area where they said they would strip
down and bathe in baby oil). We took their
word for it as we really weren’t too
enthusiastic about trying it out.

Allin all, we had a delightful, entertaining,
educational evening. That night, as they
escorted us back to the base, Capt Gervais
casually announced that the RCD troop would
try to infiltrate the base and “destroy” the
Station Operations. (Please remember, we
were single civilians living on a semi-isolated
air base and who were usually highly amused
by war games that our Air Force buddies
played so seriously.) The Capt went on to say
that if the troops were unsuccessful in their
attempt to enter the base, they just might call
upon our able assistance. We chuckled,
assured them we’d be delighted to assist, and
promised if the RCD won we’d have a party.

Never suspecting that the Army could
possibly beat our boys, we taught school that
fateful Monday while, from 5 AM in the
morning, our Air Force Troops guarded the
Station in 35-below weather. That evening at
dinner, the RCD had still not succeeded in
infiltrating the Base.

Although there were few in the mess hall
that night, except those guarding the mess, the
RCAF boasted cheerfully that the Army
couldn’t beat them. For once in our lives, the
three of us kept our mouths closed. That night
as we hurried home in the sub-arctic
temperatures, we waved gaily to our boys as
they huddled at their posts in waist-deep snow.
They returned the greeting, never suspecting
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RV2014

Bann Price

he RCD Association “RV2014” was a

howling success in all aspects. From the
Meet and Greet on Friday evening, through the
excellent bus tour, to the dinner on Saturday
night, the gathered Dragoons from across the
Regimental Family quickly settled into a
weekend of renewing old acquaintances,
making new ones and generally enjoying
themselves and each other’s company. We
even got all of our business done as the
Association’s Board of Directors met and the
Annual General Meeting approved some
important business issues.

Terry Shaw and John Richmond did a great
Job of organizing the event. The Holiday Inn
and Suites in St Catharines was an excellent
choice as the facility itself was comfortable
and the food and the service very good indeed.
Terry looked after the overall organization and
it was seamless — so well done that all we had
to do during weekend was to enjoy ourselves.
John Richmond’s bus tour was to the Brock
Monument, Niagara-on-the-Lake for some
shopping and 13th Street Winery for a very
much appreciated wine tasting and tour. A lot
of happy people got off the bus at the end of
the day.

The dinner on Saturday night was a special
event. While the Colonel of the Regiment, Col
Georges Rousseau was not able to attend, he
was ably represented by both the outgoing
(Major General Jim Ferron) and incoming
(Major General Dean Milner) Senior Serving
Dragoon. The Commanding Officer,
Lieutenant Colonel Andrew Atherton and the
Regimental Sergeant Major, Chief Warrant

Officer Sean Mercer attended all of the events
with us and this connection with the serving
Regiment was an important aspect of the
weekend. Two other members of the
Regiment, Lieutenant Nathan MacIntosh and
Master Corporal Chad Monaghan were also in
attendance and they represented the serving
Dragoons admirably.

[t was a true “Regimental Family” affair
and, as we like to say, it makes you proud to be
a Dragoon. From the oldest Dragoon in
attendance, Percy Rescorl who lost a leg
fighting in the Second World War down
through Don White, who was present at the
liberation of Leeuwarden, and then through all
of the operations and actions in which the
Regiment has been involved since those
“senior” Dragoons served, all were represented
by former or current members of the
Regiment. It was a good weekend to be a
Dragoon.
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Chapter News

Ottawa Valley Chapter
by Bruce Prendergast, President

Greetings from the Ottawa Valley Chapter
and best wishes to all. May 2014 bring
you happiness, good health and prosperity.

Over the past year we have conducted
several meetings, sorted and prepared the
Springbok for mailing and conducted our
annual Oktoberfest, having accomplished all
with great success. Thanks to John Moyer and
Muggsie for the preparations and the
assistance of Sterling and Sandra Mercer,
Mick and Brenda McMullen, and Steve and
Marilyn Clarke for their continued support.
Well done to all.

The RCD Ottawa Valley Chapter is in a
unique location. We are situated on the
doorstep of the Regiment, thus are provided
with the opportunity to participate in all their
yearly activities.

We have lost several valuable members of
the Association over the past year due to
postings, etc. However, due to the initiative of
the CO and RSM to recruit some serving
members of the regiment, we have maintained
our numbers. Joining us were Sgt Brian
Claytor his wife Erin and Sgt Andrew Fenton
and his wife Katie and hopefully this will
promote the Chapter and encourage more
serving members to get involved in whatever
region of Canada they are in. As readers can
see, there are associations in every area across
Canada. If anyone wishes to contact the
membership in any region, our committee
members would be more than willing to assist
you.

Therefore, please allow me to take this
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opportunity to introduce you to the RCD
Ottawa Valley Association Executive:
Chairman — Bruce Prendergast; Vice —
Sterling Mercer; Secretary/Treasurer — Fred
Heisler; and Entertainment Chairman —
Roger Munger.

The Leliefontein parade in November was
once again a memorable one. The snow started
just as the troops were getting on parade and
continued throughout. Everyone was covered
in the white stuff by the end, but the parade
carried on. Gen Walt led the “Old Guard” on
the march-past and we got a rousing cheer as
we gave the eyes right to the Colonel of the
Regiment.

Our Oktoberfest on 29 Sept 13 was a huge
success. The Entertainment Chairman, Roger
Munger did an outstanding job once again.

We hosted 40 people including the CO,
RSM and their lovely wives. Joining us from
Amprior were Dan Lynch, his wife Monique,
his mother, Doris from Edmonton AB, and
Marjorie Rose from Victoria BC.

Birgith Munger, along with the assistance
of Susane Meighan, Mary Gowers and others,
put on a fantastic German meal. Next year we
will be celebrating our 10th annual
Oktoberfest (how time flies) and [ along with
the members of the association can’t wait to
see what kind of fantastic German meal Birgith
will “cook up” to mark this special occasion.
Gordie Meighan, once again provided us with
great German music for the evening, getting
everyone into the spirit. Well done to all.

Before I leave this subject, I would like to















Chapter News

BC Chapter
by Fred Berge, Chairman

reetings, from the BC Chapter to all

Dragoons. Out here in the wet coast we
thought we were given some really cold
temperatures in December. But it pales in
comparison to the “Arctic Vortex” which has
embraced the East with most frigid
temperatures. I now know why I wanted to
come back west.

This has been a normal year for the chapter.
Al Smith passed away on 17 June 2012, but I
didn’t find out until 15 October 2013 when his
daughter provided me with the information.
We also lost Richard Thody. Although not a
member of the Association, he did serve as a
Dragoon and was present at many of our
luncheons. We have lost contact with Jean
Bateman and Teresa Wearing has decided that
she no longer wants to be on the nominal roll.
On the sick list and getting repaired status are
Gary Del Villano and Lloyd and Mia Vickers.
Gary had a very critical heart operation in July
and if that wasn’t enough after the operation he
did some serious injury to his knee. He claims
that it was an accident but I think his bookie
caught up with him. Lloyd and Mia are slowly
getting better and I hope we will be able to see
them at the next luncheon.

The chapter has 24 members and this year
we added two new members: Peter Jarvis and
Dave Stewart.

The only gathering we have each year is the
Leliefontein luncheon held each year on 7
November. Actually, the date is selected based
on the ferry operations. For those of us 65 and

over we can travel free as a passenger on BC
ferries, Monday to Thursday. Although I now
understand that the government will be raising
the fee to half price. Still, it’s a very
inexpensive proposition for us. This year the
luncheon was held at the Boathouse restaurant
at Horseshoe Bay. Unfortunately, Ernie
Babcock (due to medical reasons), Steve
Griffin, Alan Donovan and Dave Stewart were
not able to get away from their jobs, and Ian
Hamm, as well as Dr. Mustard, could not make
it.

A total of 20 members gathered at the
restaurant for lunch, including fellow Black
Hatters, Dave Letson, Dave Scandrett, and Pat
Chartres, a gunner. The mainland members
arrived first with the first order of business to
get libations, followed by the standard tales
and lies in friendly greetings. When the gang
from the island arrived, the process repeated
itself and we all sat down for lunch. Following
the toast to the regiments, RCD and LdSH, and
to fallen comrades the senior Dragoon present,
LGen (Retd) Jack Dangerfield gave us an
update on what was happening in the
Regiment. All is going well in the Regiment
and getting back into the training cycle seems
to be the number-one priority. This was
followed by Colonel Commandant of the
Royal Canadian Armoured Corps, Darrell
Dean who gave us an overview of what was
happening in the Corps. He told us that things
were going relatively well in the Corps but that
cost-cutting was going to have an effect. He P>
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Sitrep — 2013

John Moyer

s always, I offer an extraordinary

THANK YOU to all those in the Chapters
who act as my liaison officers with the
Membership. Without their efforts, the
information (addresses, membership dues,
passings, etc.) that is needed would not be as
current as it is. Through them, and their many
assistants, we attempt to maintain contact with
all our comrades. Maintaining addresses 1s
probably the most difficult aspect of my work
and any assistance is truly appreciated.

As is our custom, this issue of The Dragoon
includes several summaries of general interest.
You will note from the Membership Report
that we have remained relatively stable over
the years. And, while our finances are
relatively secure, there is always a good use for
any donations to support several programs: the
Leliefontein Bursary, the Life Members’
Investment Fund (GICs), The Dragoon or the
Springbok. Life Members in particular, are
urged to consider periodic extraordinary gifts

as the costs of printing and mailing our
publications have certainly increased since you
joined the Association. Unfortunately, we are a
not-for-profit vice charitable organization and
cannot issue receipts. A special thank you is
extended to those of you who have donated
that little extra.

Just a reminder that the Association is not a
recognized charitable organization and cannot
issue receipts for donations it receives. On the
other hand, the Guild of the RCD can issue
receipts for income tax purposes. Bursary
donations (cheques must be made payable to
The Guild of The RCD to qualify for a
charitable donation receipt) that I receive will
of course be forwarded to the Guild.

Again, my heartfelt thanks go to all those
who have supported me in 2013.

I hope to see many of you at RV 2014.

John Moyer, Secretary/Treasurer
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Guild Donors 2013

Guild activities depend upon donors from all parts of the Regimental family and friends of
Dragoons both individuals and corporations. Unfortunately, space in this magazine does not permit
us to thank all who gave, so we have published the names of those who donated $100 or more.

Many others have generously given and we certainly thank all donors

$100-$499 Friends of the Regiment

Adams, DJ Donald, R Leage, M Renahan, C

Allen, J Duhamel, G Leblanc, D Richards, WA

Andrews, JL Duncan, C Lillington, C Richardson, S

Atherton, AJ Ermel, R Lofgren, WA Ring, J

Auld, F Evers, M Long,J Rugenius, V

Bailey, M Farnell, M Lynk, DA Saunders, E

Barr, G Flemming, B Mackenzie, KA  Scheffelmaier, WT

Barr, IM Follwell, J Malejczuk, JJ Schroeder, WM

Barrett, SO Frank, MA Malloff, MJ Shaw, R

Beament, J Gagnon, M Marion, KC Shewan, BG

Beckett, BS Gaudette, J Marois, RV Shurdha, B

Beharrysingh, D Girard, JM Mathers, K Smith, J

Bennett, BAC Graham, A McCarty, MGC Sutton, C

Benoit, R Graham, SG McCluskey, MP  Szydlo, D

Bigney, R Guest, G Meeker, J Tan, P-A

Blais, S Haindl, P Mercer, SA Thibault, JL

Bramhill, RJ Hamilton, A Milner, DJ Thomas, LE

Bride, RAW Hawley, W Monaghan, C Tingley, CW

Brimner, AM Head, DW Muise, AC Tremblay, DD

Brown, C Hillier, CR Muralt, D Turner, PA

Cadden, SM Holton, R Murphy, JW Vienneau, JD

Cameron, J Hutt, C Nette, G Watt, FR

Catry, C Isenor, M Newton, TS Wells, PJ

Chadwick, HC  Johnston, D Noort, BL White, CRJ

Christianson, DR Kerckhoff, EA  Olsen, G White, D

Clark, I Kewley, A Ostler, JR Wionzek, MJR

Cotton, RT Knowles, S Pineau, S Wong, KW

Cross, D Kuelhne, M Piper, G Zeisig, J

Curley, S Lacasse, RD Pires, SA Zinck, D

Cushing, K Laing, W Popov, M

Damour, M Lake, HBE Poppe, A AGF Investments Inc

D'Andrea, C Larocque, J Power, BR Deebloyce Holdings Inc

Dewinter, RA Layden, R Ready, RJL Guthrie Woods Products Ltd
Team Telus Cares >
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Financial Summary as at 31 Dec 2013
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Opening Bank Balance — 01 Jan 13

REVENUE
Dues Received (2013+)
Donations Received
Guild Contribution
GIC Interest Earned
Total Revenue

EXPENSES

Corporate License Fee

Printing/Mailing of The Dragoon

Postal Charges - Springbok 1

Postal Charges — Springbok 2

Bank Charges (Deposit book)

Secretary/Treasurer (mailing/Reunion/computer expenses)
Total Expenses

Operating Surplus (Deficit)

2014 Bold and Swift The Dragoon

$18,608.80

$ 5,470.00
$ 280.00
$ 5,000.00

$ 574.50
$11,324.50

$ 3000
$ 5,338.15
$ 378.73
§ 386.56
$ 2072

$ 21637
$ 6,370.53

$ 4,953.97













